Liver transplant for fulminant hepatic failure.
Fulminant hepatic failure is a challenging indication for liver transplantation because of associated multiple organ failure, profound neurologic abnormalities and coagulopathy. Sixteen patients have undergone emergent orthotopic liver transplantation for this indication at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Despite the associated problems, patient survival (68.2% at 2 years), intra-operative blood product utilization and duration of surgery were comparable to patients receiving liver transplants for other indications. All patients experienced complete recovery from preoperative neurologic abnormalities. Recurrent viral hepatitis did occur but did not result in allograft loss. For selected patients, orthotopic liver transplantation is excellent therapy for patients presenting with fulminant hepatic failure.